Capitalism, Christianity, and the Unmaking of
the American Dream

For generations, the American Dream has been synonymous with
prosperity, opportunity, and upward mobility. However, in recent decades,
this cherished ideal has come under increasing scrutiny, as widening
economic disparities and social unrest have cast doubt on its viability.

In his groundbreaking book, "Capitalism, Christianity, and the Unmaking of
the American Dream," sociologist Christopher H. Martin unpacks the
complex interplay between capitalism, Christianity, and the erosion of the
American Dream. Through meticulous research and incisive analysis,
Martin argues that these three forces have created a combustible mix that
threatens the very foundations of American society.
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Capitalism, with its emphasis on profit maximization and unrestrained
growth, has been a primary driver of economic inequality in the United
States. The relentless pursuit of wealth has led to a concentration of
resources in the hands of a few, while vast segments of the population
have been left behind. This yawning gap has created a divided society,
where the wealthy live in virtual isolation while the poor struggle to make
ends meet.

Martin argues that capitalism's inherent greed and selfishness undermine
the core values of Christianity, such as compassion, empathy, and social
justice. The relentless pursuit of material wealth creates a culture of
individualism and self-interest that erodes the sense of community and
undermines the common good.

Christianity: The Perversion of the Gospel

Christianity, once a force for social justice and moral guidance, has been
co-opted by certain segments of society to justify and perpetuate inequality.
By invoking the language of prosperity and blessing, some religious leaders
have created a false dichotomy where poverty is seen as a sign of moral
failure and wealth as a reward for piety.

This perversion of the gospel has led to a distorted view of Christianity that
emphasizes personal salvation over social responsibility. Believers are
encouraged to focus on their own spiritual well-being rather than on the
plight of the poor and marginalized. This has contributed to a decline in
social activism and a weakening of the moral compass of society.

The Unraveling of the American Dream



The combined forces of capitalism and the perversion of Christianity have
created a perfect storm that threatens to unravel the American Dream. As
economic inequality widens and the social fabric frays, a sense of
hopelessness and despair has settled over large segments of the
population. The belief that anyone, regardless of their background, can
achieve success through hard work is eroding.

In its place, a new reality is emerging: a society divided between the haves
and have-nots, where wealth and power are concentrated in the hands of
an elite few. The American Dream has become an illusion, a distant
aspiration that is out of reach for the vast majority of citizens.

The Moral and Spiritual Bankruptcy

The erosion of the American Dream is not just a matter of economic
inequality; it is also a moral and spiritual crisis. The relentless pursuit of
wealth has led to a decline in honesty, integrity, and empathy. The culture
of individualism and self-interest has eroded the sense of community and
the common good.

Martin argues that this moral and spiritual bankruptcy is a direct result of
the unholy alliance between capitalism and the perversion of Christianity.
Capitalism's emphasis on greed and individualism has undermined the
moral values of Christianity, while the perversion of Christianity has
provided a religious justification for economic exploitation.

The Way Forward

Faced with these formidable challenges, Martin offers a path forward. He
calls for a fundamental reevaluation of capitalism and a return to the true
teachings of Christianity. A more just and equitable society can only be



achieved by reducing inequality, promoting social justice, and embracing
the core values of compassion, empathy, and the common good.

Martin also emphasizes the importance of spiritual renewal. A society that
has lost its moral compass needs to rediscover the power of love,
forgiveness, and grace. Only by reconnecting with our spiritual side can we
find the strength and wisdom to overcome the challenges we face.

"Capitalism, Christianity, and the Unmaking of the American Dream" is a
must-read for anyone who cares about the future of the United States.
Christopher H. Martin provides a rigorous and thought-provoking analysis
of the forces that have led to the erosion of the American Dream. By
exposing the dark truth and offering a path forward, Martin challenges us to
confront the moral and spiritual bankruptcy that plagues our society.

The time for complacency is over. The future of the American Dream hangs
in the balance. It is time to choose a different path, a path that leads to a
more just, equitable, and compassionate society. A society where the
American Dream is not an illusion but a reality for all.
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