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On November 24, 2023, the world marks the 150th anniversary of the
publication of one of the most influential scientific books of all time: Charles
Darwin's "On the Origin of Species." This groundbreaking work
revolutionized our understanding of life on Earth and laid the foundation for
modern evolutionary biology.

Darwin's revolutionary ideas
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In "The Origin of Species," Darwin put forward his theory of evolution by
natural selection, which proposed that species evolve over time through a
process of gradual change. Darwin argued that individuals with traits that
make them better adapted to their environment are more likely to survive
and reproduce, passing on their advantageous traits to their offspring. Over
time, this process leads to the accumulation of changes within a population,

resulting in the evolution of new species.

& CJD{‘.l
W\’
Mutation cre: -
variation o
T
2 '.," 2

ﬁnfaunra ble mutations
selected against

Reproduction and
mutation occur

ot
C
\f\g
Favora bl tlans
mo re;. to survive
SN
({2

.. and reproduce

Impact on scientific thought
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Darwin's theory was met with bothZ &3, but its impact on scientific
thought was profound. It challenged the prevailing belief that species were
immutable and provided a naturalistic explanation for the diversity of life on
Earth. Darwin's work also had far-reaching implications for fields such as
anthropology, psychology, and philosophy.

Legacy and influence

Today, Darwin's theory of evolution is widely accepted as the cornerstone
of modern biology. It has shaped our understanding of human origins,
medicine, and the environment. The 150th anniversary of "The Origin of
Species" is a testament to its enduring influence and the continued
relevance of Darwin's ideas.

The 150th anniversary edition

To mark this milestone anniversary, a special edition of "The Origin of
Species" has been published, featuring a new by renowned evolutionary
biologist and author Richard Dawkins. This edition includes Darwin's
original text, along with annotations and commentary from leading
scientists, providing a comprehensive and up-to-date perspective on
Darwin's groundbreaking work.



150re ANNIVERSARY EDITITON
(3! -

ok ot
0O

\f\g
THEORIGIN of SPEEIES

*a'i‘ é‘\ WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY | SIAN@{MN HUXLEY

The publication of "The Origin of Species" was a pivotal moment in human
history. It transformed our understanding of the natural world and continues
to shape our thinking about life on Earth. As we celebrate the 150th
anniversary of this groundbreaking work, let us remember the profound
impact it has had on science, education, and society.
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