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Catherine Mintz's "Elephant Men" is a fascinating and well-written account
of the lives and work of two American scientists, Raymond Ditmars and
William Temple Hornaday, who dedicated their lives to studying and
protecting elephants. The book is full of vivid descriptions of elephant
behavior and biology, as well as the challenges that Ditmars and Hornaday
faced in their efforts to preserve these magnificent animals.
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Ditmars was a herpetologist and zoologist who was fascinated by
elephants from a young age. He made several trips to Africa to study them
in their natural habitat, and he was one of the first scientists to successfully
capture and transport an elephant to the United States. Hornaday was a
zoologist and conservationist who was instrumental in the establishment of
the Bronx Zoo. He was a tireless advocate for the protection of elephants,
and he helped to establish several wildlife refuges in Africa.

The book follows Ditmars and Hornaday as they travel the world in search
of elephants, study their behavior, and fight to protect them from poachers
and habitat loss. Mintz does an excellent job of bringing these two
remarkable men to life, and she provides a wealth of information about the
history of elephant conservation.

"Elephant Men" is a must-read for anyone who is interested in elephants,
conservation, or the history of science. It is a well-written and engaging
book that provides a unique glimpse into the lives of two of the most
important figures in elephant conservation.

Here are some of the key themes that emerge from the book:

The importance of scientific research: Ditmars and Hornaday were
both dedicated to scientific research, and their work helped to advance
our understanding of elephant behavior and biology. Their research
also played a vital role in the development of conservation strategies
for elephants.

The need for conservation: Ditmars and Hornaday were both
passionate about protecting elephants, and they worked tirelessly to
establish wildlife refuges and combat poaching. Their efforts helped to



ensure the survival of elephants in the face of habitat loss and other
threats.

The power of human curiosity: Ditmars and Hornaday were both
driven by a deep curiosity about the natural world. Their desire to learn
more about elephants led them on incredible journeys and ultimately
helped to make a difference in the lives of these amazing animals.

"Elephant Men" is a book that will stay with you long after you finish reading
it. It is a powerful reminder of the importance of scientific research,
conservation, and human curiosity.
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