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George IV, born in 1762, was the eldest son of King George Ill and Queen
Charlotte. From a young age, he exhibited a rebellious and extravagant
nature, defying his parents' strict upbringing. As a prince, he became
known for his lavish lifestyle, spending vast sums on gambling, fashion,
and art.
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George's reputation as a bon vivant and dandy earned him both admiration
and criticism. He set trends in fashion and was often seen in extravagant
attire, complete with wigs, powdered hair, and ruffled shirts.

The Prince Regent

In 1811, George lll was declared mentally unfit to rule. As a result, George
became Prince Regent, effectively assuming the role of king.
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As Prince Regent, George continued his extravagant lifestyle, spending

vast amounts of money on parties, palaces, and his many mistresses.
A Scandalous King

George's scandalous love affairs and messy divorce from his wife, Caroline
of Brunswick, made him a controversial figure.

Caroline, a German princess, was an outspoken and unconventional
woman. Her marriage to George was unhappy from the start, and they
separated shortly after their wedding.
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In 1820, Caroline returned to England and demanded to be crowned

queen. George refused, and the ensuing scandal captivated the nation.
A Legacy of Extravagance and Style

ﬂ

Despite his personal shortcomings, George IV left a lasting legacy of
architectural extravagance and style.

He commissioned the construction of several magnificent palaces,
including Brighton Pavilion and the Royal Pavilion in London. These
buildings showcased George's unique and flamboyant taste, and they
became symbols of the Regency era.

A Complex and Contradictory Figure

George IV was a complex and contradictory figure. He was a patron of the
arts and a man of culture, yet he was also a spendthrift and a womanizer.
He was both admired and reviled by his contemporaries.
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His legacy remains controversial, but there is no denying his impact on
British society and culture. He left behind a record of extravagance,
scandal, and architectural splendor that continues to fascinate to this day.
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