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Nelson Mandela was a South African anti-apartheid revolutionary, political
leader, and philanthropist who served as the first President of South Africa
from 1994 to 1999. He was the country's first black head of state and the
first elected in a fully representative democratic election. His government
focused on dismantling the apartheid system, fighting poverty, and
promoting reconciliation. Mandela was a global advocate for human rights,
democracy, and peace. He was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1993 for
his work in ending apartheid and promoting peace in South Africa.

Early Life and Education

Nelson Mandela was born on July 18, 1918, in Mvezo, South Africa. He
was the son of Gadla Mandela, a chief of the Thembu people, and
Nosekeni Fanny Mandela. Mandela's father died when he was nine years
old, and he was raised by his mother and his uncle, Jongintaba
Dalindyebo.

Mandela attended Methodist school in Qunu and Healdtown College. He
then enrolled at the University of Fort Hare, where he studied English,
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anthropology, politics, and Roman Dutch law. Mandela was expelled from
Fort Hare in 1940 for participating in a student protest.

Anti-Apartheid Activism

After being expelled from Fort Hare, Mandela moved to Johannesburg and
joined the African National Congress (ANC). He quickly became a leader in
the ANC's Youth League, and he helped to organize the Defiance
Campaign of 1952. The Defiance Campaign was a non-violent protest
against the apartheid laws. Mandela was arrested and imprisoned for his
role in the campaign.

Mandela was released from prison in 1955, and he continued to lead the
ANC's anti-apartheid struggle. In 1956, he was arrested and charged with
treason. He was found guilty and sentenced to life imprisonment. Mandela
served 27 years in prison, most of them on Robben Island.

Release from Prison and Presidency

Mandela was released from prison in 1990, after the ban on the ANC was
lifted. He and ANC President Oliver Tambo led the negotiations that ended
apartheid and led to the first multi-racial elections in South Africa.

In 1994, Mandela was elected President of South Africa. He served one
term, and he focused on dismantling the apartheid system, fighting poverty,
and promoting reconciliation. Mandela retired from politics in 1999.

Legacy

Nelson Mandela is considered one of the most important figures in the 20th
century. He was a global advocate for human rights, democracy, and



peace. His work helped to end apartheid in South Africa and to promote
reconciliation between the country's black and white populations.

Mandela died on December 5, 2013, at the age of 95. He is buried in Qunu,
South Africa.

Nelson Mandela was a remarkable man who dedicated his life to fighting
for justice and equality. He was a symbol of hope for millions of people
around the world, and his legacy will continue to inspire generations to
come.

Visit the Nelson Mandela Foundation
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