
The Remarkable Story Of Two Families Who
Share The Tomlinson Name One White One
In the annals of American history, the story of the Tomlinson family is a
unique and compelling one. It is a story of two families, one white and one
black, who shared the same name and lived in the same town for
generations. Despite the racial divide that separated them, the two families
developed a close and enduring bond.

The white Tomlinson family was one of the most prominent families in the
town of Alexandria, Virginia. The family's patriarch, John Tomlinson, was a
successful merchant and landowner. His son, George, served as mayor of
Alexandria in the early 19th century. The white Tomlinsons were active in
the community and were well-respected by their neighbors.
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The black Tomlinson family was descended from slaves who had been
owned by the white Tomlinsons. After the Civil War, the black Tomlinsons
remained in Alexandria and worked as laborers and servants. They lived in
a segregated neighborhood and were subjected to the same discrimination
that all African Americans faced in the Jim Crow era.

Despite the vast differences in their circumstances, the two Tomlinson
families developed a close relationship. The white Tomlinsons often hired
the black Tomlinsons to work on their farm or in their home. The black
Tomlinsons, in turn, respected the white Tomlinsons as their former masters
and as members of the community.

The relationship between the two families was not always easy. There were
times when racial tensions flared up. But through it all, the two families
maintained their bond. They shared the same history, the same name, and
the same town. They were, in a very real sense, family.

The story of the Tomlinson family is a reminder that even in the most
divided times, it is possible to find common ground. It is a story of hope,
resilience, and the power of human connection.

The White Tomlinsons

The white Tomlinson family was one of the most prominent families in
Alexandria, Virginia. The family's patriarch, John Tomlinson, was a
successful merchant and landowner. He was born in England in 1723 and
immigrated to Virginia in 1745. He settled in Alexandria and quickly became
one of the town's leading citizens.



John Tomlinson married Mary Ball, the sister of George Washington's
mother. The couple had six children, including George, who was born in
1756. George Tomlinson followed in his father's footsteps and became a
successful merchant and landowner. He served as mayor of Alexandria
from 1805 to 1807.

The white Tomlinsons were active in the community and were well-
respected by their neighbors. They were members of the Episcopal Church
and supported a variety of charitable causes. The family's home, known as
the Tomlinson House, is still standing today and is a designated historic
landmark.

The Black Tomlinsons

The black Tomlinson family was descended from slaves who had been
owned by the white Tomlinsons. After the Civil War, the black Tomlinsons
remained in Alexandria and worked as laborers and servants. They lived in
a segregated neighborhood and were subjected to the same discrimination
that all African Americans faced in the Jim Crow era.

One of the most prominent members of the black Tomlinson family was
John Tomlinson, who was born in 1865. John Tomlinson was a skilled
carpenter and worked on many of the buildings in Alexandria, including the
Tomlinson House. He was also a community leader and served as a
deacon in the African Methodist Episcopal Church.

John Tomlinson married Mary Jane Smith, and the couple had eight
children. The Tomlinson family lived in a small house in the segregated
neighborhood of Old Town Alexandria. Despite the challenges they faced,
the Tomlinson family was a close-knit and loving family.



The Relationship Between the Two Families

The relationship between the white and black Tomlinson families was
complex and evolved over time. In the early years, the two families had a
master-slave relationship. After the Civil War, the relationship became more
egalitarian, but the two families still lived in separate worlds.

Despite the racial divide that separated them, the two Tomlinson families
developed a close and enduring bond. The white Tomlinsons often hired
the black Tomlinsons to work on their farm or in their home. The black
Tomlinsons, in turn, respected the white Tomlinsons as their former masters
and as members of the community.

There were times when racial tensions flared up. In the early 20th century,
the white Tomlinson family was involved in a legal dispute with the black
Tomlinson family over the ownership of a piece of land. The dispute was
eventually resolved, but it left a lasting scar on the relationship between the
two families.

Despite the challenges they faced, the two Tomlinson families maintained
their bond. They shared the same history, the same name, and the same
town. They were, in a very real sense, family.

The Legacy of the Tomlinson Family

The Tomlinson family is a reminder that even in the most divided times, it is
possible to find common ground. It is a story of hope, resilience, and the
power of human connection.

The Tomlinson family's legacy is still felt in Alexandria today. The Tomlinson
House is a popular tourist destination, and the Tomlinson family is



remembered for their contributions to the community.

The Tomlinson family's story is a powerful reminder that we are all
connected, regardless of our race or our background. It is a story that
inspires us to build bridges between our communities and to work together
to create a more just and equitable world.
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